SESSION 4 	WHAT WE SEE IN THE FUTURE	

”Commit your way to the Lord; trust also in him and he will bring it to pass.” Psalm 37:5

WHAT WE SEE IN THE FUTURE

What will the future hold?  As a couple looking into the future, you perhaps feel the contrasting emotions of optimism and pessimism. You are optimistic as you comprehend the love you have for each other, but sometimes you may be a little pessimistic as you look at the dimal statistics of those who stood at the altar where you are about to stand – and who failed!

If there is a key to a successful future, it is this:  Give over your lives to God for His direction and correction.  As you step out in this trusting act of surrender you can be sure that the Lord will direct your paths.

God’s promises are a guarantee for His presence to journey with you into your future.  As you plan for marriage, begin to get in the practice of listening to the Holy Spirit and to God’s word to help you test his promises.  And look with great expectation for God to show up and to lead you in all things.

EMPLOYMENT AND CAREERS PLANS

What gifts and or abilities do you believe you have been given? _________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What have you attempted to accomplish so far?
a) Successful attempts: ________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________

b) Unsuccessful attempts: ______________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you primarily like to work with people or things? ___________________________________________________________
Explain:___________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In which subjects have you excelled in school?_________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What subjects were you less successful in? ____________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Would you describe yourself as having strong academic skills or strong practical work skills? ________________________
List some skills you possess: _________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What are your plans toward further education or technical training? ______________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If you desire further training, how do you propose to get this education? _________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What results do you expect from this effort in achieving more training? ___________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How does your beloved feel about the sacrifices you may have to make in time and money to get this education? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What would you want to be more than anything else in the world? _______________________________________________
Explain: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What are your short term employment goals? _________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What are your long term employment goals? __________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What effect will your employment choices have on your marriage in the next five years in terms of the following:
a) Time:  _________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

b) Money: ________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

c) Relationships: ___________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

d) Moving: _______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

What are your feelings about both partners working? __________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What do you realistically hope to achieve in the next twenty years in terms of vocational goals?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What issues should you be aware of in your job, which could affect your marital happiness?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What do you hope to achieve by the time you retire? (be specific) _______________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

RESIDENCE

What kind of house or apartment would you like to have in the future?  Describe your “dream house.” (List special rooms, conveniences, and luxury items.) _____________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Where would you like to live? ______________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why would you like to live there? ___________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What domestic responsibilities do you plan to take care of and what do you believe should be your beloved’s responsibilities?  _________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FRIENDS AND RECREATION

Who are your primary friends (school “buddies”, work associates, neighbours, church friends, etc…)? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Who are your primary mutual friends as a couple? ____________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Are most of your friends single or married? __________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you expect these friendships to change after your marriage?  Yes ______________  No  ____________
Explain. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What interests do you share with your beloved?  _______________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What of your interests and hobbies are not shared by your beloved? ______________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What do you things you can do as a couple to make new friends? ________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What qualities and interests are you looking for in people that you would like for your new friends? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

List five things you like to do for recreation:

1) __________________________________		4) __________________________________
2) __________________________________		5) __________________________________
3) __________________________________

What do you plan to do to keep your marriage “alive” in the years after the wedding? ______________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
